
Week: 5

Maths

Watch these videos about weight/mass to get you
thinking:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/maths-
ks2-using-grams-and-kilograms/zm7tf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/maths-
ks2-weighing-and-measuring/zrpvcqt

1)LQ- Can I read scales? Play this activity 
choosing the different scales
https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/mostlyP
ostie/index.html or you could complete the 
sheets

2) LQ – Can I estimate and measure? Choose
objects around the house, estimate how much 
you think they will weigh and then weigh them. 
How accurate was your estimate? Can you draw 
a table to show your results?

3) LQ- Can I solve problems with mass (weight)?
Use the starred sheets to answer questions

Literacy

1) LQ – Can I answer questions about an 
explanation text? Answer questions about 
volcanoes 

2) LQ – Can I gather adjectives (describing words) 
and verbs to describe a volcano erupting? Watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21bZx0vBI9s
and  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNGUdObD
oLk to get some ideas. Listen carefully too as 
there are some great words shared! 

3)LQ – Can I write a setting description of a 
volcano erupting? See the example to get ideas. 
You could make an Adobe spark video using your 
Hwb accounts if you’d like to share your work. 
Here’s one I made 
https://spark.adobe.com/video/pSmsrqUzJ2OMa

Topic –The Romans!  
https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/4fmthe

romans/home

1) LQ – Can I research Roman food and design a 
menu for a Roman banquet? Use the information 
from our site to design a Roman menu. 

2) LQ – Can I understand what a volcano is?
Watch the video and use the books shared on 
epic to create a fact sheet sharing your 
knowledge. These can be as creative as possible. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/a
rticles/zd9cxyc

3) LQ – Can I make a model of a volcano? 
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-
a-volcano.html use the video for ideas. Could you
share a video of it with us explaining how it 
works?

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg –
this is an hour long BBC documentary about 
volcanoes if you’d like to watch. 

Year: 4FM

Wellbeing: Watch a film, then talk with your family or friends about the strengths you spotted in the different characters in the film. Give examples of how 
they used those strengths. What strengths do you have? 
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What Are Volcanoes?What Are Volcanoes?

By Darryl Keane    
Illustrated by Amy Robinson

Have you ever heard of (or even climbed) Mount Snowdon, Scafell Pike or
Ben Nevis? Many breathtaking mountains like these were made by volcanoes
millions of years ago. 
A volcano is an opening in Earth’s surface that allows ash, magma and
gas to escape during an eruption. Surprisingly, many people choose to live
near to volcanoes because of the rich, fertile soil.

Why Do Volcanoes Erupt?Why Do Volcanoes Erupt?

As Earth’s crust melts, incredibly hot liquid rock called magma is formed.
Pressure eventually forces the magma up and out of the vent of the volcano.
Once magma leaves the volcano, it becomes known as lava. 
Volcanoes can be classed in these categories:
 Active: There has been at least one ‘recent’ eruption (in the last

10,000 years).

 Dormant: There has been no eruption in the last 10,000 years, but it’s
expected that an eruption will take place in the future.

 Extinct: There has been no recent eruption, and the volcano is not
expected to erupt again in the future.
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How Are Volcanoes Formed?How Are Volcanoes Formed?

Earth’s surface is made up of tectonic plates, which are like pieces of a
giant jigsaw puzzle. The plates are always moving, although only by a few
centimetres each year.

Volcanoes are formed like this:
1. Two tectonic plates collide.
2. One of the plates is subducted beneath the other plate.
3. The crust of the subducted plate gets hotter and melts to
 form magma (liquid rock).
4. The magma is lighter than the surrounding rock, so it rises
 towards Earth’s surface.
5. Eventually, the magma erupts to make a volcano.

Volcanoes are formed like this:
1. Two tectonic plates collide.
2. One of the plates is subducted beneath the other plate.
3. The crust of the subducted plate gets hotter and melts to
 form magma (liquid rock).
4. The magma is lighter than the surrounding rock, so it rises
 towards Earth’s surface.
5. Eventually, the magma erupts to make a volcano.
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What Are Hot Spots?What Are Hot Spots?

Volcanoes can also be formed above hot spots.  As a tectonic plate moves
over a hot spot in Earth’s crust, a whole line of volcanoes is made.
This happened in the Pacific Ocean, and the volcanic islands of Hawaii
were created. The map below shows a line of volcanoes formed by a hot spot
in the Pacific Ocean. The largest active volcano in the world is Mauna Loa in
Hawaii, which is 4,169 metres tall.

Subducted
plate

Earth’s crust
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Are There Volcanoes in Britain?Are There Volcanoes in Britain?

If you live in Britain, the chances are that you’ve never been close to an active

volcano. That’s because Britain is no longer near the edge of a tectonic plate

or a hot spot.

However, 500 million years ago, Britain was extremely volcanic. This created

many of the magnificent mountains in Britain such as Glen Coe in Scotland
and the Borrowdale Hills in Cumbria. All the volcanoes in Britain have been
extinct for many millions of years.

Did You Know? Edinburgh Castle is built on an extinct volcano.Did You Know? Edinburgh Castle is built on an extinct volcano.

Where Can I See A Volcano?Where Can I See A Volcano?

There are around 1,900 active volcanoes in the world. Many active volcanoes

can be found in an area known as the ‘Pacific Ring of Fire’, which surrounds
the Pacific Ocean. 
Approximately 10% of active volcanoes are in Japan, and over 20% are

found underwater.

Vesuvius
Mount Vesuvius in Italy erupted in 79 CE, killing and covering the people of
the town of Pompeii in ash. The volcanic ash preserved the bodies of the dead

and turned them into statues. Visitors to Pompeii can see what life was like

in a Roman town almost 2,000 years ago because it is preserved so well.

Ring of Fire
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Volcano Text Comprehension Questions  
 
1) What type of text is this? 
a) fiction 
b) non-fiction instructions 
c) non-fiction explanation 
d) poetry 
 
2) What does ‘breathtaking’ mean? 
a) cloudy 
b) astonishing 
c) snowy 
d) hot 
 
3) Read the first page. Which word has a similar meaning to unexpectedly? 
a) surprisingly 
b) knowingly 
c) understandingly  
 
4) Which word from the first page means ‘good for growing plants in’. 
 
5) What is the Earth’s crust? 
a) the hot liquid rock inside the Earth 
b) the rocky outer layer of the Earth 
c) an opening in the Earth’s surface. 
 
6) What Is formed when the Earth’s crust melts? 
a) water 
b) solid rock 
c) magma 
d) iceburgs 
 
7) What one word from the first page has a similar meaning to sleeping? 
 
8) What are ‘tectonic plates’? 
a) round pieces of pottery that you put food on 
b) huge mountains made from magma 
c) big islands in the middle of the ocean 
d) large pieces of Earth’s outer surface 
 
9) Number the events from 1-5 in order 
Eventually, the magma erupts to make a volcano. 
One of the plates is subducted beneath the other plate.  
The magma is lighter than the surrounding rock so it rises towards the surface. 
Two tectonic plates collide.  
The crust of the subducted plate gets hotter and melts to form magma.  
 

10) Which word completes this sentence? 
 
The volcanic islands of ________ were created by a tectonic plate moving over a hot spot. 
 
11) What does 'preserved' mean? 
a) kept in its original state 
b) covered up 
c) hidden from sight 
d) disappeared 
 
12) When did Mount Vesuvius erupt, killing and covering the people of ancient Pompeii in 
ash? 
a) 1900 
b) 2020 
c) 79 CE 
d) 2000 
 
13) Which word from the final page that describes a volcano that has had no recent 
eruption and is not expected to erupt again? 
 
14) Can you write 5 ‘Most interesting facts’ to share on the Google Classroom or with your 
family about volcanoes.  
 



Volcano erupting setting description example 
 
It was the moment they had been dreading for decades: the volcano had finally erupted. 
The earth shook, as torrents of golden death cascaded over the helpless landscape. Clouds 
of ash swarmed over the countryside, enveloping everything in their path. Chaos reigned as 
the beast that had been sleeping for years, now awoken, struck his fury upon the world. 
 
In the distance a flash of silvery lightning licked across the sky: a snake’s forked tongue 
lashing out in fury to strike its prey. The world was on fire. It was nature’s turn to take its 
revenge. 
 
 
Can you find metaphors? Personification?  
Remember to use your senses to describe too. 
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