
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
18th June 2020 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
I hope you and your families are well.  As we continue to navigate these unprecedented times, I 
wanted to update you on some of the upcoming changes to support your children, either 
through childcare provision, or with the reopening of our school from 29th of June.  
 
Over the past few weeks, staff have been working diligently on developing plans to ensure a 
safe and happy return to school. There are a number of important changes you need to be 
made aware of which I have outlined below. 
 
Phased sessions in school 
The return to school is part of Welsh Government’s ‘Check in, Catch Up and Prepare’ strategy 
and is focused on the wellbeing of pupils. To limit the number of pupils on site and to make the 
environment as safe as possible, children will be invited for 2 mornings a fortnight and will be 
with their peers, mostly in groups of 8 or less (refer to timetable below). A member of staff will 
contact you today or tomorrow to share the specific details of this timetable and answer any 
queries you may have, so please look out for a number withheld alert. In choosing these 
groups, staff have worked hard to balance friendships with siblings, in order to ease pressure 
on parents travelling back and forth to school, but they will not be perfect and may not suit 
everyone.  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Wk 1 
29.6.20 

Red groups 
Years - R to 6 

Red groups 
Years - R to 6 

Teachers work 
with pupils on 

distance 
learning 

“ 
“ 

Yellow groups 
Years - R to 6 

Yellow groups 
Years - R to 6 

Wk 2 
6.7.20 

Green groups 
Years - R to 6 

Green groups 
Years - R to 6 

Purple groups 
Years - R to 6 

Purple groups 
Years - R to 6 

Wk 3 
13.7.20 

Red groups 
Years - R to 6 

Red groups 
Years - R to 6 

Yellow groups 
Years - R to 6 

Yellow groups 
Years - R to 6 

Wk 4 
20.7.20 

Green groups 
Years - R to 6 

Green groups 
Years - R to 6 

Purple groups 
Years - R to 6 

Purple groups 
Years - R to 6 

INSET – school 
closed 

Emergency 
Childcare 

8.30 am – 4.30 pm 

 
The majority of pupils are expected to arrive by car as there are no safe walking routes to 
school.  Due to the increased volume of cars around the school and to reduce congregation in 
the school yard, we have introduced staggered arrival and collection times.  You will not need 
to park your car, just pull up in front of the school gate and a member of staff will meet you 
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with your child. Please help us by keeping to the timeslots shown below as far as possible as 
this is essential for the system to work.   
 
N.B. Older siblings should join their youngest sibling’s time slot for arrival and older sibling’s 
time slot for collection to make it more equitable.  
 
Please could key worker children also adhere to their slot unless prior arrangements have been 
made with the school. Any pupils using school transport will arrive at school at the normal time 
of 9 am and leave at 12.30 pm (please refer to school transport paragraph on last page). 
 

Arrival Times         

8.30 am 8.45 am 9 am 9.15 am 9.30 am 

Key Worker 
Pupils 

Year 5/6 Year 3/4 + 
Buses 

Year 1/2 Reception 

 
Collection Times 

12.15 pm 12.30 pm 12.45 pm 1 pm By 4.30 pm 

Reception Year 1/2 
+ bus pupils 

Year 3/4 Year 5/6   Key Worker 
Pupils 

 

 
Safety in School 
If you do not feel comfortable sending your children into school, then I want to reassure you 
there is no consequence for this. Children should only come in if you feel comfortable that they 
do so. It is also essential that you only send your children to school if they are well. If they show 
any signs of illness, particularly if they develop a high temperature, persistent cough or loss of 
taste/smell, then please keep them at home. We have worked hard to make the school as safe 
as possible whilst maintaining a welcoming feel.  We have developed a detailed risk assessment 
which addresses many of the areas which may cause you concern and this will be available next 
week, together with our operational guidance. 
 
Childcare Provision 
Demand for childcare provision continues to grow, as rules begin to relax in response to COVID-
19.  In order to ensure the safety of all staff and pupils and to adhere to the guidelines set by 
Welsh Government on social distancing, we will not be able to accept any new registrations for 
childcare from the 22nd June. Any families already making use of this provision can continue to 
do so until the end of term. Childcare provision will normally operate from 8.30 – 4.30pm, 
depending on the availability of staff.  
 
Please be aware that if your child is making use of childcare provision, they will not be able to 
move across to school provision on the same day, and vice versa, for health and safety 
reasons.  
 
Nursery Provision  
Unfortunately, we will not be able to accommodate nursery children onsite for the summer 
term, given the COVID-19 risk factors, logistics of our site/staffing and adhering to the guidance.  
 
 



 

 

School Meals 
Please note that the local authority is suspending the school meals service for the summer term 
to minimise any risks in schools. Due to the length of the sessions, we would encourage all 
children to bring snacks to school;  fresh fruit will also be made available for all children in 
school each day, If your children are with us over lunchtime in the childcare provision, they will 
need to bring a packed lunch. Those children eligible for free school meals, will continue to 
receive vouchers until the end of the summer.  We are also not able to provide a breakfast or 
after school clubs for the summer term for health and safety reasons linked to managing 
COVID-19. 
 
Transport 
Parents are requested to make use of available travel methods to bring their children to school 
on the allocated days. As there are no safe walking routes to our school, we ask that you drive 
your children in where possible.  The Vale and RCT are endeavouring to ensure that transport is 
available to those who qualify and have no other means to get to school, however please be 
aware that they cannot guarantee that all needs can be met due to the social distancing 
requirements on transport. Please let the transport department in the relevant authority know 
as soon as possible if you require transport for your usual service, when you receive your 
allocated days. 
 
Communications 
Please be mindful that national advice and guidance in relation to COVID – 19 continues to 
evolve  and staffing capacity could also be impacted as a result of the ‘Track, Trace and Protect’ 
programme.  Inevitably, this could result in plans being changed to reflect the latest position at 
short notice. We will continue to update you as soon as possible, but in the interim if you 
haven’t already done so please follow us on social media and check in on our school website 
and the Vale of Glamorgan Council website for updates as they become available.  
 
Lastly, I would like to reiterate my thanks and appreciation to all of you and your children as we 
move along this journey together. Your support has been a source of strength for staff who 
continue to do their utmost to ensure they provide the best provision for learning and 
wellbeing both at home, and in the classroom, during these challenging times. Thank you very 
much.   
 
We look forward to seeing the children again over the next few weeks.  Comfy clothing and 
sensible footwear are recommended but those who wish to slip their uniform back on are very 
welcome.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Sue Prosser 
Headteacher 


